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What are Sight Words?

Sight words are words that are used frequently in reading and writing. Because these
words are used so often, it is important that readers are able to recognize them quickly
without having to sound them out. It is estimated that these words make up between 50
-70% of the words we encounter in text.

Assessing Sight Words

Before beginning intervention, it is important to know which sight words the student(s)
are able to identify. Student assessment forms as well as the Dolch Sight Word lists (220
Dolch Sight Words divided into 9 lists) are provided. First choose the appropriate
assessment form. For students just learning words, you may wish to use only the
assessment form and materials for lists 1-3. For older students, use the assessment
materials for all 9 lists. Simply point to the word on the list and put a “+" in the square
on the assessment form if the student was able to say the word. If the student hesitates
for more than 3 seconds before providing the word, sounds out the word, or provides the
incorrect word, put a *-" in the square. If the student identifies less than half the words
on a given list, consider stopping the assessment. When the assessment is completed,
count the number of correct words and record the date and the number of words on the
progress summary form.



Tracking Student Progress

Student progress can also be tracked on the graphs provided. First you will need to
choose the correct graph for the student. For students just learning sight words, you
will want to use the graph for lists 1-3 only. Record the date at the bottom of the graph.
Provide your student with a crayon and have him/her color the column up to the number
of the correct words.

How Often to Test Sight Words

Periodically assess the student to ensure he/she is making progress. There is no rule as
to how often to assess sight words. This determination will need to be made by you
based on your knowledge of the student and how quickly he/she is learning words.
Many schools assess sight words three times a year during first and second grade. For
students who have intervention plans, assessment of sight words occur more frequently
(twice a month).

How Many Sight Words Should Students Know?
Students will differ in the number of sight words expected in each grade level.
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